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“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
  

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.’”  

“Come to me.”  

“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  

“Things We Know,” 
“Things We Do,” “Things We Should NOT Do.”  

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who 
hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; 
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the 
water of life.  
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O God, help me to know your love for me. 
Help me to learn your ways, and to walk in them. 
Open my spiritual eyes to see myself as you see me, and 
to understand my circumstances as you understand 
them. 
Fill me with your Spirit so that I will be able to follow you 
wherever you lead. 
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever!  

 

“created the heavens and the earth” “steadfast 
love endures forever.”

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”  
  

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse.  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.  
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“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.”  
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God.  All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men.  … And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us… 

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.”  

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed One?” 

“I am,” said Jesus.  “And you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  
   
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation.  For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him.  And he is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the 
body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  
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Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 

“You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord of all.”  

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.”   

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name.  

the Christ the Son of 
God Lord of all “in the form of God”

“by him all things were created”
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And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may 
surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
men, because all sinned…  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us.  

…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God… 

For the wages of sin is death…  

…death spread to all men because all sinned… 
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As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 
sins…  

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh…  

…but your iniquities have made a separation between 
you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face 
from you so that he does not hear. 

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  

For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins 
testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with us, and we 
acknowledge our iniquities: rebellion and treachery 
against the LORD, turning our backs on our God, 
fomenting oppression and revolt, uttering lies our hearts 
have conceived.  
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For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures… 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly.  For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God…  

So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we 
might be justified by faith. 

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to 
come instead of the true form of these realities, it can 
never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered 
every year, make perfect those who draw near.  Otherwise, 
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would they not have ceased to be offered, since the 
worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer 
have any consciousness of sins?  But in these sacrifices 
there is a reminder of sins every year.  For it is impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body 
have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, 
‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written 
of me in the scroll of the book.’”  When he said above, 
“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these 
are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I 
have come to do your will.”  He does away with the first in 
order to establish the second.  And by that will we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins.  But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 
waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 
footstool for his feet.  For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.  
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But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not 
here, for he has risen, as he said.” 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures… 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins.  

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised. 

“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
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“This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses.” 

“And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on 
the third day and made him to appear…” 

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three 
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary 
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and 
saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the 
Christ.” 
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.” 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever!” 

“God so loved the world…”

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 
to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved… 

“Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
declares the Lord GOD, and not rather that he should 
turn from his way and live?” 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of God!  And that is what 
we are! 
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As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.  
 

But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; my Lord 
has forgotten me.” 

“Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she 
should have no compassion on the son of her womb?  
Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you.”  
  

“Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus 
says the LORD, ‘I remember the devotion of your youth, 
your love as a bride, how you followed me in the 
wilderness, in a land not sown.’” 

…as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall 
your God rejoice over you. 

is

So we have come to know and to believe the love that 
God has for us.  God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 
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For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 
You are good and do good; teach me your statutes. 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he 
has made. 
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…not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his 
works. 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is 
merciful. 

…the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

…we have our hope set on the living God, who is the 
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.  
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Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your 
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 

But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, 
 and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness. 

It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, 
 that the Almighty would pervert justice. 

“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ 
Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? 
Is it not your ways that are not just?” 
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for all have sinned the wages of 
sin is death

merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love 

The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is 
full of his unfailing love. 

“…but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who 
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth.  For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”  
  

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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For I know that the LORD is great, 
 and that our Lord is above all gods. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 

great

And that night the angel of the LORD went out and 
struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians.  And 
when people arose early in the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies. 

“Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he 
will at once send me more than twelve legions of 
angels?” 

“Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose the 
cords of Orion?  Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in 
their season, or can you guide the Bear with its 
children?  Do you know the ordinances of the heavens?  
Can you establish their rule on the earth?  Can you lift 
up your voice to the clouds, that a flood of waters may 
cover you?  Can you send forth lightnings, that they may 
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go and say to you, ‘Here we are’?  Who has put wisdom 
in the inward parts or given understanding to the 
mind?”  

“Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.”  
  

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.  
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of 
him to whom we must give account.  

“Ah, Lord GOD!  It is you who have made the heavens 
and the earth by your great power and by your 
outstretched arm!  Nothing is too hard for you.”  
  

For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great 
king over all the earth.  

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 
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The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear 
him have no lack!  The young lions suffer want and 
hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good 
thing. 

I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen 
the righteous forsaken or his children begging for 
bread. 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD 
bestows favor and honor.  No good thing does he 
withhold from those who walk uprightly.  

“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 
ears are open to their prayer.  But the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil.” 
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“fear him,” “who seek the LORD,”
“righteous,” “who walk uprightly.”  

“no good 
thing does he withhold”

 

Better is the little that the righteous has than the 
abundance of many wicked.  For the arms of the wicked 
shall be broken, but the LORD upholds the righteous.  
  
Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great 
treasure and trouble with it. 

Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues 
with injustice. 

How much better to get wisdom than gold!  To get 
understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.  
  
Better is a dry morsel with quiet than a house full of 
feasting with strife. 

“Give us this day our daily bread.” 
good things
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On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

the Christ the Son of God Lord of all
“in the form of God” “by him 
all things were created”

“See that no one leads you astray.  For many will come 
in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead 
many astray.”  
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“So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do 
not go out.  If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ 
do not believe it.  For as the lightning comes from the 
east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man.” 
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Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the 
same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 
brotherhood throughout the world.   

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 

“King of Tyre”
“on the holy mountain of God”

“Eden, the garden of God.”  

“Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you 
corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor.  I 
cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to 
feast their eyes on you.” 

Then the dragon became furious with the woman and 
went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on 
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those who keep the commandments of God and hold to 
the testimony of Jesus. 

Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job 
fear God for no reason?  Have you not put a hedge 
around him and his house and all that he has, on every 
side?”  

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the schemes of the devil. 

“Stand Firm”

“flee from you”

Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. 

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do 
your father’s desires.  He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because 
there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks out of 
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  
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“Forgive 
…”
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For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.  And those who are wise shall shine 
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn 
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”  
  
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the 
Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were 
speaking to the people.  They were greatly disturbed be-
cause the apostles were teaching the people and proclaim-
ing in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 

“…having a hope in God, which these men themselves 
accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and 
the unjust.”  

What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts 
at Ephesus?  If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and 
drink, for tomorrow we die.” 

There will be a resur-
rection of both the just and the unjust. 

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 
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“Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?  For when 
they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  And as for 
the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of 
Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to 
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?  He is not God of the 
dead, but of the living.  You are quite wrong.”  
 

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 
vain.  We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified about God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised.  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ 
has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If 
in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied.  But in fact Christ has been 
raised from the dead… 
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“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”  
  

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.’”  

“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account 
for every careless word they speak…” 

And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

“The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 
be his God and he will be my son.  But as for the cowardly, 
the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion 
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is 
the second death.”    

“will render to each one according to 
his works”
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.  Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation. 

“What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” believe

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” 
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Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 
inheritance as your reward.  You are serving the Lord 
Christ. 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 

“…when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 
the word, immediately they fall away.” 

immediately fall away
future reward

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 
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And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  
  
These all died in faith, not having received the things 
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from 
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth. 

By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to 
be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin.  He considered the reproach of 
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward. 
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Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves.  Do what it says. 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and 
does them will be like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  And 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
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And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and 
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas.  
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?”  And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your household.”  And they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 
his house.  And he took them the same hour of the night 
and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he 
and all his family. 

“What must I do to be saved?” 

“What must I do to be saved?” 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…”  
   

“believe” “believe”
You believe that God is one; you do well.  Even the 
demons believe—and shudder!  

“they spoke the word of the Lord to him”

“I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that 
was profitable, and teaching you in public and from 
house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of 
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repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent.”  
  

faith in Jesus believing in 
Jesus “Faith” “believe”

come
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“Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.”
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And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
   
So those who received his word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three thousand souls. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

An argument developed between some of John’s 
disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of 
ceremonial washing.  They came to John and said to 
him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other 
side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—well, 
he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”  
    
“And now why do you wait?  Rise and be baptized and 
wash away your sins, calling on his name.”  

…he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
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washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit…  

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. 

In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, 
by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with 
him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead. 
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For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body which is for you.  Do this in remembrance 
of me.”  In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.” 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace… 

…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 
of sins. 
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“fruit of the vine”

“in remembrance”

He has no need, like those high priests, to offer 
sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those 
of the people, since he did this once for all when he 
offered up himself. 

“This is my body” “This is 
my blood”

“proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
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And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 
him.  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?”  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And 
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.”  

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a wedding feast for his son…”  

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to 
Christ and the church.  

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound 
of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah!  For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and 
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was 
granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and 
pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints.  And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are 
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”  
  

“the Lamb”
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We love because he first loved us. 

…but God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. 

“who was a sinner”

“What Must I Do to Be 
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Saved?”

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  
  
For this is the love of God, that we keep his command-
ments. 

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him.  Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words.  And the word that you 
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.”  
   

For this is the love of God, that we keep his command-
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ments.  And his commandments are not burdensome.  
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the 
world. 

“born of God,”
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And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 
him.  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 
Law?”  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And 
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  
“love the Lord your God…” 

“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your 
people, but love your neighbor as yourself.  I am the 
LORD.”  

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another.  By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never 
ends.  
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.  For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust.  For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same?”   

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.  
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God 
is love. 

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must 
also love his brother. 

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as 
is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the 
love of every one of you for one another is increasing.  
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“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in 
this way we must help the weak and remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’”  

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.  But if 
anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, 
yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or talk but 
in deed and in truth. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave…”  

Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice 
hospitality. 

“Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.  Provide 
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he 
is thirsty, give him water to drink, for you will heap 
burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward 
you. 
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.  
  
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
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“Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away 
from the one who wants to borrow from you.”  
  
John answered, “The man with two tunics should share 
with him who has none, and the one who has food 
should do the same.” 

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, 
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may 
have something to share with anyone in need.  
  
Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and 
he will repay him for his deed. 

The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the 
righteous is generous and gives. 

For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:  
“If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”  
  

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
  

 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 
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Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 
may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. 

“…and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.” 

“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive 
others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” 

“And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until 
he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly Father will 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 

“…but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  
 

“Love Your Neighbor…”
“Whoever does not love abides in death.”
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“We love because he first loved us”
“Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  
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Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice! 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,  
for his steadfast love endures forever! 

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 

rejoice
glad

rejoice and be glad.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, though 
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness 
of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  Though you have not seen him, you love him.  
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 
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And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and 
always keep on praying for all the saints. 

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing… 

“On all occasions”
“without ceasing”

“In the Spirit” “with all kinds of 
prayers and requests” “in the 
Spirit”

“in the Spirit” “in the flesh,”

“And when you pray, you must not be like the 
hypocrites.  For they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be 
seen by others.  Truly, I say to you, they have received 
their reward.  But when you pray, go into your room and 
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret.  
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases 



64 Foundations for Eternal Life 

as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard 
for their many words.  Do not be like them, for your 
Father knows what you need before you ask him.”  
  

“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.’” 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.  And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the 
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great 
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if 
what Paul said was true.  

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work.  

For whatever was written in former days was written for 
our instruction, that through endurance and through 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. 

And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, 
to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of 
all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 
own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever produced 
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
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“You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life.” 

So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we 
might be justified by faith.  Now that faith has come, we 
are no longer under the supervision of the law.  
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I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not 
sin against you. 
I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your 
word. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 
for it is ever with me.  I have more understanding than 
all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.  
I understand more than the aged, for I keep your 
precepts.  I hold back my feet from every evil way, in 
order to keep your word. 

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth!  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
   
Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it.  
  
I rejoice at your word like one who finds great spoil.  
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And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day.  They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  
   
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.  

devoted themselves to

The apostles’ teaching
Fellowship
The breaking of bread

“Do This in Remembrance of Me.”
Prayer

meeting together spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds encourage one another.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
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your hearts to God. 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another 
up, just as you are doing. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed.  

meeting together

But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that 
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them.  It shall not be 
so among you.  But whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever would be first among 
you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 



 Foundations for Eternal Life 71 

“If you love me, you will obey what I command.” 
 

And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we 
keep his commandments.  Whoever says “I know him” but 
does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected.  By this we may know that we are 
in him:  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the 
same way in which he walked.  

As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her 
voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, 
and the breasts at which you nursed!”  But he said, 
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and 
keep it!”   

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him.  Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words.  And the word that you 
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.”  
  
For this is the love of God, that we keep his command-
ments. 
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Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight 
by observing the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of sin.  But now a righteousness from God, 
apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law 
and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  
  
…not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—
the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  
  

“What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?”
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And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace.  For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so 
that you by his poverty might become rich. 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men. 

“God is love”

grace

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.”  

his only Son
God so loved the world.

For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 
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“Things God and We 
Do.”  

“to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God.”  
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Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins 
are covered.  Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does 
not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.  
  

In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace… 

…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 
of sins. 

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away sins. 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.” 
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believe in the Lord Jesus 

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath 
remains on him.” 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
  

Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem.” 
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We know that our old self was crucified with him in order 
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin.  For one who has died 
has been set free from sin. 

For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the 
life he lives he lives to God.  So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you 
obey its passions. 

We know that everyone who has been born of God does not 
keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, 
and the evil one does not touch him.  We know that we are 
from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil 
one. 

born of God  the power of 
the evil one  enslaved to sin.  

born of God, set free from 
sin

We know that 
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our old self was crucified with him 

For one who has died has been set free from sin.  
  

know

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness.  
  

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
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Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of him. 

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him.  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead…  

born of God.  new birth
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and 
sins… 
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved. 

born again
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“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

“born again” “born of God”
“made alive with Christ”

new birth
born again

“You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’  The wind blows wherever it pleases.  
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of 
the Spirit.” 

born of God

“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”
born of God

alive with Christ
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John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, 
but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.’”  Now this he said about 
the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, 
for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. 

“Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the 
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what 
you now see and hear.” 

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
  

“For the promise is for you and for your children and 
for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 

“exalted to the right hand of God”

“…the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.”  
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Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being…  
  

“he gives them to each one, just as he 
determines”

“he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”  
“Different Gifts”
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Just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members 
of it. 

This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members 
of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you 
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one 
of another. 

the body of Christ.

body of Christ each member belongs to all the others.

one body

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
  

“Neither Jew nor Greek”
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“Slave nor 
free”

“Male nor female”

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 

“one body.”

one body
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. 

His divine power has given us everything we need for life 
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us 
by his own glory and goodness. 

“every 
spiritual blessing in Christ.”  

…he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him.  
   

holy and blameless before him.  

In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ…  

predestined

“…as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.”

In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses…  
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And he made known to us the mystery of his will…  
   

“to bring all things in heaven and on earth together 
under one head, even Christ.”

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works 
all things according to the counsel of his will…  
   

“predestined” “inheritance.”  
“an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you…” “Your Reward in Heaven”

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guar-
antee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory.  

 the guar-
antee of our inheritance.

in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ
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And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.” 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, 
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 

“I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must 
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord 
Jesus.”   

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see. 

“what we hope for”
“what we do not see”

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  
  

believe
“that he exists”

“rewards those who seek him”
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“by faith”

“dead”

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him?  
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that?   So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

All these people were still living by faith when they died.  
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a distance.  And they 
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  
People who say such things show that they are looking 
for a country of their own.  If they had been thinking of 
the country they had left, they would have had 
opportunity to return.  Instead, they were longing for a 
better country—a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a 
city for them. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 

For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 
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a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as 
it is written:  “The righteous will live by faith.”  
  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 

And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 
“Peace!  Be still!”  And the wind ceased, and there was 
a great calm.  He said to them, “Why are you so afraid?  
Have you still no faith?” 

In him and through faith in him we may approach God 
with freedom and confidence. 

Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.”  And instantly 
the woman was made well. 

And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.” 

And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you 
have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what 
has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will 
happen.” 
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the 
world.  And this is the victory that has overcome the 
world—our faith. 



94 Foundations for Eternal Life 

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and 
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, 
and the love every one of you has for each other is 
increasing. 
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed 
within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, 
my Savior and my God. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD!  For with the LORD there is 
steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.  
  
…the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in 
those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Command those who are rich in this present world not 
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is 
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
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Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for 
the faith of God’s elect and the knowledge of the truth 
that leads to godliness—a faith and knowledge resting 
on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, 
promised before the beginning of time… 

…so that being justified by his grace we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be 
pitied more than all men. 
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We know that we have passed out of death into life, 
because we love the brothers.  Whoever does not love 
abides in death. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.  
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God 
is love. 

We love because he first loved us. 

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured 
out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has 
given us.  

“fruit”

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.  
  

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides 
in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.” 
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May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for 
you. 

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, 
as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, 
and the love of every one of you for one another is 
increasing. 

Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, 
for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each 
other. 

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
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But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh.  For the desires of the flesh are against 
the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing 
the things you want to do.  But if you are led by the Spirit, 
you are not under the law. 

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying one another.  

“The Gift of the Holy 
Spirit”

“walk by the Spirit.”

walk by the Spirit
of the flesh spiritual

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual 
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.  I 
fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 
for it.  And even now you are not yet ready, for you are 
still of the flesh.  For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only 
in a human way? 

“led 
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by the Spirit,” For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God

led by the Spirit

walk by the Spirit

walk by the Spirit “fruit of the Spirit”

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life has 
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death.  For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do.  By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

walk by 
the Spirit
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.  

“Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the 
branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”  
   

walk by the Spirit
fruit of the Spirit

“fruit” of the Spirit

The fruit of the Spirit

the fruit of the Spirit

the fruit of the Spirit the works of 
the flesh

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these.  I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the 
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kingdom of God. 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will 
recognize them by their fruits.  Are grapes gathered 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears 
bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can 
a diseased tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”  
  

The fruit of 
the Spirit

the fruit of 
the Spirit the works of the flesh
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We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If 
a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to 
his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let 
him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is 
contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 
if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing 
mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various 
forms.  

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual 
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.  I 
fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 
for it.  And even now you are not yet ready, for you are 
still of the flesh.  For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only 
in a human way? 

For who makes you different from anyone else?  What 
do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did 
receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?  
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The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of 
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you.”  On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to 
be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the 
body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater 
honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 
greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do 
not require.  But God has so composed the body, giving 
greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be 
no division in the body, but that the members may have 
the same care for one another. 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have 
not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And 
if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I 
give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
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Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about 
Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and 
of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of 
hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  
And God permitting, we will do so. 

“laying on of hands.”  

“the 
elementary teachings about Christ”
“foundation”

laying on of hands

laying on of hands

Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part 
in the sins of others; keep yourself pure.  

“When you bring the Levites before the LORD, the 
people of Israel shall lay their hands on the Levites, and 
Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD as a wave 
offering from the people of Israel, that they may do the 
service of the LORD.” 
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And Moses did as the LORD commanded him.  He took 
Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and 
the whole congregation, and he laid his hands on him and 
commissioned him as the LORD directed through Moses.  
  
And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, 
for Moses had laid his hands on him.  So the people of 
Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 
He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on 
a few sick people and heal them. 

When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all 
who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on 
each one, he healed them. 

And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.  These 
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their 
hands on them. 

Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 

Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a 
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands 
on you. 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of 
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.  
  

“laying on 
of hands.”
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For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by 
observing the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of sin. 

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify.  This righteousness from God comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no 
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the 
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redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
  

I was once alive apart from the law, but when the 
commandment came, sin came alive and I died.  The 
very commandment that promised life proved to be death 
to me.  For sin, seizing an opportunity through the 
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.  
  

walk by the Spirit

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh.  For the desires of the flesh are 
against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are 
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the things you want to do.  But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  
  

walk by the Spirit
walk by the Spirit

“For Further Reflection,”
“Walk by the Spirit.”
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“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions, and give to 
the needy.  Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not 
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 
where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.  For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  
  

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.  They are to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation 
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which 
is truly life. 

“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 



112 Foundations for Eternal Life 

wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you.”  
  

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and 
especially for members of his household, he has denied 
the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  

For even when we were with you, we would give you this 
command:  If anyone is not willing to work, let him not 
eat. 

In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and 
oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.     

Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be 
wise!  It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it 
stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at 
harvest. 
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It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you 
should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should 
learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and 
honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do 
not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong 
his brother or take advantage of him.  The Lord will punish 
men for all such sins, as we have already told you and 
warned you.  For God did not call us to be impure, but to 
live a holy life. 

I wish that all were as I myself am.  But each has his 
own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. 

To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for 
them to remain single as I am.  But if they cannot 
exercise self-control, they should marry.  For it is better 
to marry than to burn with passion. 

burn with passion
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Flee from sexual immorality
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Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall. 

Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes?  There is 
more hope for a fool than for him. 

Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly.  Never be wise in your own sight.  
  

Each one should test his own actions.  Then he can take 
pride in himself, without comparing himself to 
somebody else, for each one should carry his own load.  
  
Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in 
the Lord.” 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 
to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  
  
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but 
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in humility consider others better than yourselves.  
  

“Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you 
corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor.  I 
cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to 
feast their eyes on you.” 
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of 
the devil. 

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to 
the humble.” 

He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.  
   
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the 
humble is wisdom. 
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Do not say, “I will do to him as he has done to me; 
I will pay the man back for what he has done.” 

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord.   

Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what 
is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far 
as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not 
take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will 
repay,” says the Lord.  On the contrary: “If your enemy 
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 
to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on 
his head.”  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 

“love your neighbor as yourself”

“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 
the sons of your own people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.”  
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Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on 
the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. 

“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  
  

And when they came to the place that is called The 
Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one 
on his right and one on his left.  And Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  
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Remind them of these things, and charge them before God 
not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only 
ruins the hearers.   

Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; 
you know that they breed quarrels.  And the Lord’s servant 
must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents 
with gentleness.  God may perhaps grant them repentance 
leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to 
their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after 
being captured by him to do his will. 

Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we 
shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known.  
  
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 
to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  
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When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who 
holds his tongue is wise. 

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but 
only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, 
that it may give grace to those who hear. 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger 
of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  
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No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s 
seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because 
he has been born of God. 

We know that we have come to know him if we obey his 
commands.  The man who says, “I know him,” but does not 
do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  
  

grace

We know that we have come to know him if we obey his 
commands.  The man who says, “I know him,” but does 
not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging 
fire that will consume the enemies of God.  
  

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the 
kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the 
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
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prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the 
greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of 
you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not 
sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to 
the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous 
One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.  
  

What Must I Do to Be 
Saved? Obey Set Free From Sin

Walk by the Spirit Not by 
Works, Not by Law
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It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, 
that the Almighty would pervert justice. 

 

“Are you still holding on to your integrity?  Curse God 
and die!” 

“I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand 
up, but you merely look at me.  You turn on me 
ruthlessly; with the might of your hand you attack me.  
You snatch me up and drive me before the wind; you 
toss me about in the storm.” 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good 
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of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose. 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us 
all things? 

God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.     

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no 
grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the 
fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the 
pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  
  

rejoice in the LORD be 
joyful in God
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“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:  
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom 
I am the worst. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  
  

save sinners seek and to save the lost
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But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done 
by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
  
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus. 

Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

“in Christ.”  
“in Christ,” a new creation; the old has 

passed away, the new has come

And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and 
has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and 
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  
  

in Christ
in Christ

in Christ

in Christ

in Christ
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life has 
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. 
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But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith. 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
  

in Christ

“in Christ,”

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord.  Live as children of light… 
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“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
  
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.’” 

“Come to me.”  

“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

reconciled

For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled 
to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life!  Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation.  

“Things We Know”
“Things We Do.”  
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reconciled know

“Things We 
Know,” “Things We Do,” “Things We Should NOT 
Do.”  

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and 
forever!  Amen.  

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation. 

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who 
hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; 
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the 
water of life.  
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For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm.  Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.  
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the 
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  To that end keep 
alert with all perseverance… 

“stand firm.”  

stand
stand firm

stand firm the whole armor of God

The belt of truth:
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The breastplate of righteousness:  

Shoes… the readiness given by the gospel of peace: 

 
The shield of faith:  

extinguish all the flaming darts of 
the evil one
The helmet of salvation:  

The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  

Praying at all times in the Spirit:  

“Prayer.”

Keep alert with all perseverance:  
  “Be 

on guard!  Be alert!”  
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Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves.  Do what it says. 

O God, help me to know your love for me. 
Help me to learn your ways, and to walk in them. 
Open my spiritual eyes to see myself as you see me, and 
to understand my circumstances as you understand 
them. 
Fill me with your Spirit so that I will be able to follow you 
wherever you lead. 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by 
the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us 
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
  
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who 
hears say, “Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; 
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the 
water of life. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.  
Amen. 
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Beneath 
 

truth truth
truth

truth
truths

“truths”
“self-evident”

Building on 

“Blessed are 
those who find wisdom, those who 
gain understanding, for she is more 
profitable than silver and yields 
better returns than gold.  She is 
more precious than rubies; nothing 
you desire can compare with her.”

“Nothing you desire can compare 
with her.”  

wisdom understanding


